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Abstract body
Background: Bergamo FTC was established in 2019, bringing together NPOs, public institutions and healthcare

providers. The goal was to link and strengthen both screening and support services for PWH and 2025 marked a year

of peak operational performance across both fronts. Screening for HIV, HCV, HBV, and Syphilis is offered at the

community check-point, through outreach activities and via proximity services that reach key populations. Support

activities for PWH include three residential houses, a listening service, a peer support group and actions to facilitate

linkage and retention in care in collaboration with hospital. The aim is to guarantee the right to health ensuring access,

particularly for the most vulnerable groups. Another significant action concerns the sexual health project aimed at high

schools in Bergamo and its cohort, which also impacts public awareness and information.

Material and Methods: This work analyzes 2025 data sourced from the Cobatest database, ISTAT records, partner

organizations' and #cHIVuoleconoscere project reports.

Results: In 2025 3,486 people were tested (Table 1).

39% are 18-25 (1.4% of young residents VS 0.24% of the over 25); 64% of these were reached at high schools and

universities. Through #cHIVuoleconoscere project 2,813 students of 23 institutes were trained and test was offered in 7

of these.

35.5% are migrants (0.8% of foreign residents VS 0.20% of the Italian-origin population): 65% were met in italian

language schools and 14% in dedicated migrant reception contexts.

15% of the total identify as MSM: 58% were tested at the city check-point and 11% during events dedicated to the

LGBTQI+ community.

16.7% are people with social vulnerabilities tested in reception or harm reduction services. Among those tested in harm

reduction services (64% of the vulnerable group), 20% reported being homeless and 50% are DU.

Data shows 64 new positive tests (Table 2), all were linked to the hospital; 52 required accompaniment by the network

for their care pathway. The incidence of reactive tests is significantly higher among key populations.

Additionally, 38 PWH (74% men, 26% foreign) were hosted in three residential houses; 2 PWH were supported with

medication pickup and delivery; 9 people attended the peer support group and 8 were re-engaged in treatment (5 for



HIV and 1 for each of the other STIs). 100% of these requested support from the network for their care pathway (Figure

1).

Conclusions: The proximity model of the Bergamo FTC proves effective in reaching different target of populations,

promoting sexual health, identifying undiagnosed cases through diversified and personalized screening opportunities

and fostering linkage and retention in care for the most fragile populations. The strength of the project lies in the

continuity of the care pathway and the quality of the network, which involves both organizations dedicated to

HIV/STIs and those focused on specific KPs. The initiatives represent effective public health interventions and, therefore,

require more substantial public financial support.


